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Upper Peninsula Land Conservancy acquires land for a new Nature Preserve in
Harvey
UPLC closed on the
purchase of nearly 13 acres
of undeveloped land on the
north edge of Harvey this
past July. A celebration of
the new Chocolay Bayou
Nature Preserve was held
September 10th. Although
the weather was windy and
rainy, some of the planned
events were held to
celebrate and honor the
completion of phase one of
this project. Donors and
friends gathered in the
evening, after most of the
rains had passed, to hear
stories from local residents
about their connections
with the Bayou property.
Chris
Burnett,
UPLC
Executive Director, spoke
about the acquisition and
what needs to happen next
to open the property to
public access and use.
Andrea Denham, Assistant Director, spoke about the fundraising activities that have occurred to
date, and read the list of major donors ($1000 or more) who made this project possible. And to
add a final, glorious endnote to the dedication, the sun appeared low in the western sky, creating
a beautiful rainbow to the east of the celebration!
Laughing Whitefish Audubon Society is a major donor to this project, having made a
contribution early in the fund-raising campaign. LWAS board members agreed that this property
is a birding gem, with a variety of water, wetland, and upland habitats. A substantial set of
sighting records for the Bayou already exists on eBird, and will undoubtedly grow in the future.
The board voted unanimously to make a contribution to the acquisition of the property.
Future plans include construction of additional trails and boardwalks within the property. A
small parking lot will be built at the southeast corner of the property. Other ideas for
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development of the preserve, such as interpretive signage, will be sought and brought to fruition
as time and money become available. At present, a trail is open to the public, starting at the
northeast corner of the property, with access provided from the Iron Ore Heritage Trail. Trail
maps will be placed in the brochure box on the trailhead signs; this map can also be viewed on
the UPLC website; go to the Chocolay Bayou tab. And remember, donations toward the
stewardship of the preserve are always welcome, and can be made at the UPLC website or by
sending checks to UPLC at 2208 US41 S, Marquette, MI.

November Field Trip – Boreal Habitat of the Peshekee Grade
Our 2016 field-trip season wraps up with a traditional November trip to the
Peshekee Grade for a look at some hard-to-find Boreal species, including Gray Jays and
Boreal Chickadees. Birds may include Canadian species such as White-winged or Red
Crossbill, Pine Grosbeak, Redpoll and Pine Siskin. In past years there have been surprises
including, Spruce Grouse, Black-backed Woodpecker, Evening Grosbeak and even a Northern
Cardinal.
Saturday, November 12, 2016: PESHEKEE GRADE (north of Michigamme)
Carpool: Meet in the parking lot at 4th and Spring Streets in Marquette
Time: 7:30 a.m.
For information: call Gary Palmer at 906-360-2556 or palmerjg@gmail.com
Trip leader: Gary Palmer
Everyone is welcome. Dress warmly and bring binoculars, food and water. For this field trip,
it may be a good idea to pack a lunch.
For the latest list of field trips and programs, check our webpage at
http://laughingwhitefishaudubon.org/

Red Knot next to Ring-billed Gulls gives
Good detail shot of this beautiful Red Knot
perspective of size.
Photos by Thom Skelding
Marquette had a rare vistitor this fall. A Red Knot was found on the Lower Harbor Breakwall on
August 28th by Wayne Olivier. Once word got out, the bird had many admirerers coming to
check it out. The bird was quite tolerant to the paperazzi allowing some great looks and photos.
Above are 2 of those taken by Thom Skenlding.
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According to Wikipedia the Red Knot has a circumpolar distribution in the high Arctic during
the breeding season. It has one of the longest migrations of any bird. Every year it travels more
than 9,000 mi. from the Arctic to the southern tip of South America (just one of its wintering
sites).
An adult red knot is the second largest Calidris sandpiper, measuring 9.1–10.2 in. long with a
19–21 in. wingspan. The body shape is typical for the genus, with a small head and eyes, a short
neck and a slightly tapering bill that is no longer than its head. It has short dark legs and a
medium thin dark bill. The winter, or basic, plumage becomes uniformly pale grey, and is similar
between the sexes. The alternate, or breeding, plumage is mottled grey on top with a cinnamon
face, throat and breast and light-colored rear belly.
On the breeding grounds, knots eat mostly spiders, arthropods, and larvae obtained by surface
pecking, and on the wintering and migratory grounds they eat a variety of hard-shelled prey such
as bivalves, gastropods and small crabs that are ingested whole and crushed by a muscular
stomach.
While feeding in mudflats during the winter and migration red knots are tactile feeders, probing
for unseen prey in the mud. Their feeding techniques include the use of shallow probes into the
mud while pacing along the shore. When the tide is ebbing, they tend to peck at the surface and
in soft mud they may probe and plough forward with the bill inserted to about 0.39 in. in depth.
The bivalved mollusc Macoma is their preferred prey on European coasts, swallowing them
whole and breaking them up in their gizzard. In Delaware Bay, they feed in large numbers on the
eggs of horseshoe crabs which spawn just as the birds arrive in mid-summer. They are able to
detect molluscs buried under wet sand from changes in the pressure of water that they sense
using Herbst corpuscles in their bill. Unlike many tactile feeders their visual field is not
panoramic (allowing for an almost 360 degree field of view), as during the short breeding season
they switch to being visual hunters of mobile, unconcealed prey, which are obtained by pecking.
Pecking is also used to obtain some surface foods in the wintering and migratory feeding
grounds, such as the eggs of horseshoe crabs.
Towards the end of the 19th century, large numbers of red knot were shot for food as they
migrated through North America. It is hypothesized that more recently, the birds have become
threatened as a result of commercial harvesting of horseshoe crabs in the Delaware Bay which
began in the early 1990s. Delaware Bay is a critical stopover point during spring migration; the
birds refuel by eating the eggs laid by these crabs (with little else to eat in the Delaware Bay). If
horseshoe crab abundance in the Bay is reduced there may fewer eggs to feed on which could
negatively affect knot survival.
In 2003, scientists projected that at its current rate of decline the American subspecies, rufa,
might become extinct as early as 2010, but as of April 2011 the subspecies is still present. In
New Jersey, state and local agencies are taking steps to protect these birds by limiting horseshoe
crab harvesting and restricting beach access. In Delaware, a two-year ban on the harvesting of
horseshoe crabs was enacted but struck down by a judge who cited insufficient evidence to
justify the potential disruption to the fishing industry but a male-only harvest has been in place in
recent years.
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Late in the fall of 2014, the red knot rufa was listed as a federally threatened species under the
United States Endangered Species Act – the second most critical status that can be awarded to a
subspecies. This followed a decade of intensive petitioning by environmental groups and a
lawsuit against the Department of the Interior for alleged negligence in the protection of
endangered species through failure to evaluate and list them. The reasons for the red knot rufa's
listing were varied; habitat degradation, loss of key food supplies, and threats posed by climate
change and sea level rise were all listed as factors that were considered when the red knot rufa
was listed.
(Information via Wikipedia)

Thanks to our Members for Their Support
Ann Joyal, Treasurer
In September 2016 the Laughing Whitefish Audubon Society had 73 active members
whose dues support activities such as printing and mailing our quarterly newsletter, and program
costs including room-rental, data-projector rental, and mileage reimbursement for speakers.
General expenses for club projects: A number of our members made additional donations
to help with extra club projects or expenses. These funds allowed LWAS to contribute $100 to
Michigan Audubon in support of Kirtland Warbler walks. Additionally, the club contributed
$1000 to help fund the purchase of land for the Chocolay Bayou Nature Preserve which was
officially protected as of July 8, 2016 under the stewardship of the Upper Peninsula Land
Conservancy.
LWAS Avian Research Grant: This year there was no qualifying research grant
submitted, and the money contributed will go towards future grants. The LWAS Executive
Board voted to expand the guidelines of this grant to include conservation as well as research
proposals. Grant money may be given to one or more avian research or avian conservation
projects within the Upper Peninsula. We will advertise the availability of this grant to
universities and to regional conservation groups.
Thanks to the following people who made extra contributions from September 2015August 2016. Without your help our projects would not have been possible: Priscilla Burnham
and Lou Chappell, Loren and Mary Clifford, Bill and Kathy Davis, Carrie and Greg Elzinga,
Jim Hayward, Deb Laurie and Scott Hickman, Jude Holloway, Mark and Joanie Hubinger, Lois
Hutchings, Bill and Jan Joswiak, Ann and Fred Joyal, Kate Teeter and Alec Lindsay, Linda
Mathews, Jim McCommons, Joanna Mitchell, Fred and Judi Mouser, Beth Olson, Ann
Richardson, Clare and Michael Sauer, Thom Skelding, Joan and Martin Steindler, John and
Carol Stuht, Cathy and Steve Waller, and Cliff Wooten

Participate in America’s Oldest Wildlife Census - the Christmas Bird Count!
The National Audubon Society’s Christmas Bird Count (CBC) takes place annually from
December 14 – January 5 and has been in existence for 117 years, making it the longest-running
wildlife census in the country. Join with other birders to collect important information that is
used to assess the health of the nation’s bird populations. For trends shown by CBC data, see the
Audubon’s “State of the Birds” report at http://birds.audubon.org/state-birds.
4

ALL LEVELS ARE WELCOME: Beginning birders will be paired with more experienced
observers. This is a great way to learn more about the birds in your area. DRESS WARMLY!
Christmas Bird Counts in the local area:
 December 21, 2016 (Wednesday) - Cedarville, Mackinac Co. (Les Cheneaux Area)
The compiler is Tina Hall at chall@tnc.org, phone: (days) 906-225-0399 ext.4012,
(evenings) 906-225-0139.
Meet at 8:00 a.m. at Ang-Gio’s Restaurant in Cederville.
 December 17, 2016 (Saturday) - Marquette –
The compiler is Melinda Stamp at mstamp@mstamp.net or 906-869-2489.
Meet at 8:00 a.m. in the parking lot at Mattson Lower Harbor Park in Marquette.
No advanced registration is necessary. Feeder forms are available by pre-registering with
Melinda. The count circle covers a 7.5-mile radius centered on Old City Hall at 4th &
Washington St.
 December 18, 2016 (Sunday) - AuTrain
The compiler is Scott Hickman at suboscine@hotmail.com or 906-892-8603.
Please use the email address for communication since count information is distributed by
email. Please let Scott know at least 4 days in advance if you want to participate so that
count circle coverage can be properly coordinated and communicated to all participants.
 January 3, 2016 (Saturday) - Gwinn –
The compiler is Brian Johnson at baidaj@yahoo.com or 231-557-4011. Contact Brian Johnson
for meeting place and time.

Photo of Bohemian Waxwing by Beth Olson, taken during
the 2015 Christmas Bird Count.

Laughing Whitefish Audubon Evening Programs for Fall 2016
November 9, 2016 – Annual Membership Meeting
This is an informal social event where members are invited to bring their digital photographs
of birds and other nature-oriented subjects to share with the audience. A computer & digital
projector will be provided, and light refreshments will be served. The program will be
preceded by a brief business meeting.
December: NO MEETING consider participating in a Christmas Bird Count.
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Laughing
aughing Whitefish Audubon Society Membership Form
Dues supportt the newsletter, programs, & local birding activities. Donations are tax
tax-deductible.
Your name (or gift-recipient’s
recipient’s name): ________________________________________________
________________
Street: ________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
City, State and Zip: _______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
Phone: ____________________________ Email: ________________________________
_____________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
(E-mail
mail addresses are not given to other groups or commercial entities)
Annual Membership fees (please check one)
Gift membership - $15
Regular membership - $15 OR
Student - $5.00
How would you like to receive your newsletter?
newsletter (check one)
e-mail
mail or
postal service
Additional donations:
$_________ General Expenses for club projects
$_________ Research/Conservation Grant to fund birding research/conservation in the
UP
FOR GIFT MEMBERSHIPS please supply your name and the recipient will be notified of your
gift: DONOR NAME: ___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
Mail this
his form, along with your check (payable to LWAS) to:
Ann Joyal, 346 W. Crescent St. Marquette, MI 49855 (ajoyal@nmu.edu or 906
906-226-6749)
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